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Tennis Sussex (Babolat) Doubles Tennis Leagues’ Regulations 

 
These regulations only apply to the Babolat Tennis Leagues.  

Section 1 – Match Rules (MR)  

Section 2 – Tennis Etiquette (TE) 

Section 3 – General League Information (G) 

 

- Use Edit announcement link to provide information re incomplete rubbers, no shows etc  

 

- Use Settings cog to reschedule or relocate a match 

 

 

See Captains’ Countdown which can be viewed by following this link Doubles leagues for further advice 

and tips https://tennissussex.com/tennis/adult-and-senior/leagues/ 

 

MR1. Any Venue that has allowed their LTA Venue registration to lapse after their agreed 

deadlines for registration will automatically be removed from the leagues.  

Winter leagues begin on or before the last weekend in September and end on the last Sunday 

in March. Summer leagues begin in mid-April and end on the last Sunday in August. 

Requests to play matches outside these dates must be made to office@tennissussex.com  

 

 

mailto:office@tennissussex.com
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MR2. The dates of matches will be notified by the Leagues’ Committee at least one month 

before the start of each season.  On receipt of fixture dates, any requests to change a match 

date shall be accepted without question providing the request is made by 31st March 

(summer season) or by 30th September (winter season).  When changing the date, the home 

team must offer at least 2 alternative dates when the opposition does not already have a 

scheduled match.  After these deadlines, requests for changes will generally be looked upon 

favourably as long as BOTH teams agree to the reschedule. However, the team being asked 

to reschedule is not obliged to accept and has the option to decline such a change.   

Any such fixture changes or, in the case of postponed or abandoned matches, arrangements 

for replays, must be updated on the Tournament Software within 7 days.  Re-arranged 

matches should be organised for the earliest possible date and again, at least 2 dates should 

be offered. Venues may indicate on their entry form any preferred dates for home matches. 

MR3. Where possible, matches will be scheduled at regular intervals throughout the season.  

During the winter season teams should play a minimum of 3 matches in the period September 

- 31st December unless one or more matches are postponed due to bad weather.  In any 

event, teams need to ensure that all matches are completed by the end of March.  Extensions 

may be granted in exceptional circumstances and provided representation has been made in 

writing to the Leagues’ Committee for consideration. 

MR4. Matches should be played during the weekend.  Winter matches should start at 10.30 

am and in the summer the preferred start times are 10.30 am or 2.00pm.  A Venue is required 

to give its opponents at least 14 days clear days’ notice, in writing, of the start time. Should 

this notice not be given, then the match will start at 10.30 am.  The Home Captain should 

liaise a week prior to a fixture to reconfirm start time, parking, refreshments/dietary 

requirements etc. The home Venue should advise travelling teams of any local events that 

might affect travel times and be mindful when setting the match start time of any opponents 

who have significant distances to travel.  If any nominated player is not ready to play within 15 

minutes of the agreed start time, then the opposing team shall be awarded a walkover for this 

rubber. If the entire away team is going to be late for extenuating circumstances (eg, 

motorway closure etc) and has contacted the home team in good time, a reasonable degree 

of flexibility on start time should be shown by the home team. 

MR5. No Venue may have more than 2 teams in any one division.  Where 2 teams from one 

Venue are in the same division, the fixture between these teams will be programmed early in 

the season.  In the event of the fixture being postponed for any reason, it must be rearranged 

and played before 31st May in the summer leagues and before 30th November in the winter 

leagues.  Failure to play the match and enter the result within that timescale may result, at the 

discretion of the League Committee, in that match being deemed void with neither team 

receiving any points.  The remaining league fixtures should be completed. 

MR6. No player may play more than 7 matches in any one season and nor may a player play 

for a lower team having played 4 matches for higher teams (having played down, a player can 

continue to play up, to a maximum of 7 matches in total). (By exception, if a venue has two or 

more men’s teams or ladies’ teams in a division with 9 or more teams, then the men’s/ladies’ 

players, as appropriate, may play a maximum of 8 matches but still may not play for a lower 

team having played 4 matches for higher teams.) 
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MR7. Matches can be played on any LTA approved tennis court surface.  The home Venue 

should book courts for a minimum of 4 hours to allow completion of matches.  Any Venue that 

books less than 4 hours, may be penalised if there is insufficient time to complete rubbers. 

The Venue whose “home” fixture this is, regardless of where the match is played, will provide 

at least four new balls per court of a type authorised by the LTA. Should the use of floodlights 

be required then any costs shall be borne solely by the home team  

MR8. The visiting team will have the right to remain on the same courts throughout the match.  

The decision as to the fitness of the courts for play rests with the captain of the home team 

who must always consider the opinion of the designated visiting team captain. When it comes 

to playing in bad weather, be sensible. If you think there is a chance the weather might be too 

dangerous to play in, or the weather forecast has issued serve wind warnings and/or more 

than 70% chance of rain according to the Met Office forecast, then consider postponing your 

match.  

We suggest monitoring court conditions regularly pre and during your match. If it rains, 

somebody slips or If the court becomes unplayable, you should stop the match immediately to 

ensure no one gets injured.  Playing in unsafe conditions could lead to injuries or accidents 

and in that event the home team Captain could be asked to justify their decision in the event 

of any claim for negligence.  

When courts are declared unfit for play after the beginning of a match and alternative courts 

are provided, the visiting captain may allocate his/her players to each of the alternative courts 

and may stipulate that these players remain on these courts for the duration of the match.  

MR9. To be eligible to represent a Venue, every player must be a full member and/or an 

honorary member of that Venue and have their LTA Advantage Membership Number aligned 

with that Venue.  A temporary or off-peak member is not eligible to play in these leagues.  A 

player may only represent one Venue.  At the end of the season all rubbers played by 

ineligible players will be defaulted to the opposing Venue.  

MR10. A Venue is not bound to play the same team throughout the season.  No changes may 

be made in the team’s composition after the start of a match.  If a match is postponed or 

abandoned, such that a complete restart is required and the match rescheduled, the team 

composition may be changed. 

MR11. If a player retires for any reason at any stage during a fixture, he/she may take no 
further part in the match. If a player retires during a rubber due to injury, the opponent shall be 
deemed to have won all the remaining games and sets necessary to win the rubber. 
Any rubber conceded through injury or retirement after the rubber has begun should be 
recorded online by clicking on the ‘Edit Announcement’ link on the blue bar, then noting in the 
Comments box the player’s name and score at the time of retirement. The Committee will 
then manually adjust scores, sets, games and points as these do not update automatically.  
 
Entire rubbers conceded by illness, or by failure to produce a full team, will be scored 6-0, 6-0 
against the conceding pair(s).  When entering results in such instances, select ‘Walkover’ 
using the Dropdown menu found by clicking on the ‘+ Score Status’ box. Do not enter any 
score - the software will automatically assign games and sets against the conceding pair(s). 
At the same time, the captain claiming a walkover should use the ‘Edit Announcement’ box to 
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confirm why the walkover is being claimed. 
 
MR12. Except in exceptional circumstances, any team which concedes a match will have 7 
days from the date of the concession to formally advise the Leagues’ Committee, by email to 
office@tennissussex.com, of the reason for the concession and any mitigating 
circumstances. 
 
At the conclusion of the season, the Leagues’ Committee will review all un-played matches 
resulting from concessions. If the concession of a match affects the promotion or relegation of 
any other team within the division, the Committee reserves the right, at its discretion, to 
declare all matches involving the conceding team null and void. This is to ensure that no team 
which has completed a fixture against the conceding team is unfairly advantaged or 
disadvantaged. Having considered any mitigating circumstances, the decision of the Leagues’ 
Committee will be final. 
 
Any team conceding a second match during the season will automatically be removed from 
the league. All matches involving a team removed from the league will be dealt with in 
accordance with the provisions above. 
 
Agreements between Venues to share un-played matches or rubbers is not acceptable and 
may result in teams automatically being relegated. 
 
At the season end, any un-played matches will be deemed as conceded if no reasonable 
explanation has been provided by email to office@tennissussex.com and sanctions may be 
applied in line with conceded matches as per the above. 
 

MR13. Each team will consist of 2 pairs of men or ladies. Each pair will play a rubber against 

each pair of the opposing team. Each rubber will comprise the following: sets 1 and 2 will 

include a tie breaker if the score reaches 6 games all (first to 7 points with at least a two-point 

lead), then if the score is one set all, a Champions Tie Break will follow (also known as a 

Match Tie Break) which will be won by the first pair to reach 10 points with at least a two-point 

lead). The Champions Tie Break will decide the outcome of the rubber.   

In assessing league positions in accordance with Rule W9, any Champions (or Match) Tie 

Break that has been played will be counted as one game and not as a set. The order of play 

for each match is:-  

Round 1. 1st Pair v 2nd Pair                    Round 2. 1st Pair v 1st Pair 

                2nd Pair v 1st Pair                             2nd Pair v 2nd Pair 

 

MR14. Players are only eligible to compete provided they reach their 11th birthday prior to 1st 

January in the year in which the league commences. See rule MR19 below regarding 

safeguarding and duty of care for U18s. 

MR15. If a match is abandoned after the visiting team’s arrival, then irrespective of whether 

play has begun, and provided the first 2 rubbers have not been completed, the visiting team 

will have choice of Venue the rescheduled match.  The supply of balls and any refreshments 

will be provided by the original home team unless alternative arrangements are agreed by 

both teams. 

MR16. When a match in progress is abandoned due to bad weather, bad light or any other 

circumstances beyond the control of the home team, then the match result will stand provided 

mailto:office@tennissussex.com
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that two rubbers have been completed.  For the purposes of entering the score, any 

incomplete or un-played rubbers, regardless of the actual scores at the time of abandonment, 

should be recorded as ‘Abandoned’ using the Dropdown menu found by clicking on the ‘+ 

Score Status’ box. The Leagues’ Committee will then allocate each team one additional 

rubber point.  However, in the event of 3 rubbers being completed, the final rubber point will 

not be awarded to either team.  

 

MR17. Both captains must complete and sign a scorecard and retain their copy. The winning 

captain, or in the event of a tie the home team captain, must submit the result online within 48 

hours. The result may be added by the losing team captain if agreed on the match day.  

Teams have a maximum of 7 days following the 48 hours to advise Unknown Player details. 

Results submitted online must include the full names and LTA Advantage Numbers of all 

players in both teams.  The Committee will deduct one point per match that includes 

Unknown Player(s) from the offending team should they fail to provide full names and LTA 

Advantage numbers when prompted to do so. Deductions will be made mid-season and at the 

season end. The Committee may also deduct a maximum of 2 points from a team that 

continually fails to enter results online within the 48-hour time period. 

 

MR18. After the close of the season, the Leagues’ Committee will review all standings and 

will apply league rules in respect of matches/rubbers that have not been played where this 

affects promotion or relegation (MR12). Only after this has been done will standings be final 

and clubs will be notified that final placings are confirmed. 

One point will be awarded for each rubber won. The league order will be established first by 

the number of points awarded, then by the highest % sets won to lost, then the highest % 

games won to lost and finally by lot.  

MR19. Safeguarding and Duty of Care  

All Captains of a team that has a Junior/s playing for them must be aware that they are under 

an obligation to take reasonable care to avoid acts or omissions against actual or potential 

abuse or neglect.  Completion of a risk assessment where junior players play in adult fixtures 

is strongly recommended and a copy should be readily available if requested by either Tennis 

Sussex and/or LTA Competitions Team via Tennis Sussex.  Opposition players are also 

required to always show respect to U18 players.  Failure to do so may result in a report being 

submitted as a potential safeguarding incident. 

MR20. Any matters/disputes involving the application of these Rules will be settled by the 

Leagues’ Committee whose decision is final.  

All players are subject to the LTA Code of Conduct.  

 

Section 2 – Match Etiquette (ME) 
 
ME1. If a team is unable to field two pairs, they are encouraged to send only one pair in order 

to fulfil the fixture and avoid conceding a match (see MR12 for rules re conceding a match).  

ME2. Call the Score - If you’re serving, be sure to call the score before every point. This not 
only lets your opponent know you’re ready to serve, but also prevents score disputes later. 
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ME3. Question Only Once - If you think your opponent has made a bad call, you can ask 
once per point for clarification and that’s it.  No matter how flagrant a bad call, you can’t 
argue. 

ME4. Do not enlist the aid of spectators, including parents or coaches, in making line calls or 
attempting to determine the score or other on-court matters. 

ME5. If your opposing player is regularly foot-faulting, the most you can do is politely point out 

the error (you cannot claim a point!).  

ME6. The Home team is responsible for liaising with opposition regarding any refreshments 

provided.  Please take into consideration where a team is travelling from.  A team travelling 

15/20 minutes may be happy to have a quick drink or nothing at all, but a team travelling an 

hour or more may appreciate something more substantial than a drink.  

ME7. As a courtesy to all those on court, mobile phones must be set to silent and never 

accessed in a way that could disturb the natural continuity of a match, unless in the case of 

an emergency.  Calls should not be made or answered during a match, nor court side if other 

matches are still in progress except in an emergency.  

 

Section 3 – General League Information (G) 
 

G1. The management of the competitions shall be with the Tennis Sussex Directors, who may 

delegate control and all or any powers given under these rules to the Leagues’ Committee.  In 

this event, the Committee may update regulations when it deems necessary.  Updated 

regulations, which shall be binding, must be reported to the Tennis Sussex Directors.   

G2. The leagues are open to all Sussex registered tennis Venues.  They will be held in 

accordance with these league rules and with any relevant LTA rules and regulations, 

including the LTA’s transgender policy.  All Venues entering teams in the Sussex County 

Leagues are expected to do so in the spirit of fair and open competition and allow players 

who are members of more than one Venue to freely choose without penalty which Venue they 

wish to represent. Venues that operate restrictions so that players are not free to choose 

which Venue they play for without penalty shall, if reported to the Leagues’ Committee by any 

Venue and the complaint be upheld after investigation in accordance with the above criteria, 

have points deducted for one or more matches. 

 

G3. A trophy or trophies may be provided at the discretion of the Tennis Sussex Directors.  

The current Tennis Sussex Directors will be deemed the legal owners of such trophies.  A 

representative of the Venue winning a trophy or trophies will sign a receipt on behalf of the 

club, which will be retained by the Leagues’ Committee, and in doing so, the Venue will be 

held responsible for the cost of replacing a lost trophy and/or damage to a trophy.  

 

G4. Any complaint by one Venue about another relating to these leagues must be made by 

email within 2 days of the incident to the Leagues’ Committee office@tennissussex.com, 

with a copy to the alleged offending Venue.  On receipt of a reply from the alleged offending 

Venue, the Leagues’ Committee will make a decision based on the evidence provided by both 

Venues.  Should no reply be received from the alleged offending Venue within 7 days, the 

mailto:office@tennissussex.com
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Leagues’ Committee, having first checked that its communication has been received, will 

make a decision in respect of the complaint.  The Leagues’ Committee may also initiate 

action against any Venue it has reason to believe is not complying with these Rules.  

 

G5. In each competition the Leagues’ Committee will place eligible teams in men’s and ladies’ 

divisions comprising, as far as is practicable, a maximum of 8 teams in the summer and the 

winter leagues.  This will be done annually in such manner that no team which has finished 

first or second in its division in the previous year will fail to achieve promotion to a higher 

division where this is possible.  In the same way, wherever possible, no team will be placed in 

a lower division than in the previous year unless it finished in the lowest 2 positions of its 

division in that year and/or there is a need to keep divisions at a maximum of 8 teams.  The 

only exception to this ruling is that 4 teams will be relegated from the lowest “all Sussex” 

divisions (i.e. the top divisions not split into East and West) and put into the highest divisions 

of the split East and West Sussex regional leagues. 

 


