I TENNIS SUSSEX CAPTAINS’ COUNTDOWN: WINTER 2026/2027 I

' CHANGE ANY FIXTURE DATE
e RULE MR2: On receipt of fixtures dates, any requests to change a match date for the season shall be

Wl accepted without question, providing the request is made by 31st March [summer] or by 30t September
[winter]. When changing the date, the Home team must offer at least 2 alternative dates when the opposition does
not already have a scheduled match. After these deadlines, requests for changes will generally be looked upon
favourably as long as BOTH teams agree to the re-schedule. However, the team being asked to re-schedule
is not obliged to accept and has the option to decline such a change. Any such fixture changes, or, in the
case of postponed or abandoned matches, arrangements for replays, must be updated on the Tournament Software
[see next paragraph]. Re-arranged matches should be organised for the earliest date possible even if
postponement of a friendly fixture results, and again, at least 2 dates should be offered.

e The HOME captain must immediately Reschedule on the League website. Go to Club Page click ‘Matches’
on left. Find the match and click ‘View' then click ‘Match Properties’ and choose ‘re-schedule’ to update. The
change will not show until the website is closed and re-opened..

-ADD YOUR SQUAD
e Captains or Match Secretaries should enter potential squad players for every team on the League website

N at the season start. On your Club page, click on “TEAMS’ on left hand banner. Click ‘Actions’ for each team and
‘Edit players’. If a player is not recognised, they may (a) have an LTA Advantage number but have not aligned to
your Club, or (b) they do not have an LTA Advantage number. Now is the time to sort this. See Rule MR9, and
www.lta.org.uk/advantage/ to create or update an LTA account. All players participating MUST be an LTA
member and affiliated to the venue(s) they represent.

o |f club/team details on the League Website are incorrect, or change, please update on your Club Page (see ‘Add
your Squad’ above). If a Captain changes, your Club Administrator must assign them Captains’ Editing rights via
the Club/Team page.

- CAPTAINS TO LIAISE
e Rule MR4: The HOME captain should liaise a week prior to a fixture to reconfirm start time, parking,

A refreshments/dietary requirements etc.

N e If a match is cancelled due to bad weather......remember that the home venue is to offer at least 2 alternative
dates. The new date should be confirmed within 7 days of cancellation and then ‘Re-scheduled’ by the
Home team on the League website.

e The home Venue should advise travelling teams of any local events that might affect travel times and be mindful
when setting the match start time of any opponents who have significant distances to travel.

-GUIDELINES (updates/new information in red)
/ e Rule MR4: Matches should be played during the weekend. Winter matches should start at 10.30 am and in the

- summer the preferred start times are 10.30 am or 2.00pm. A Venue is required to give its opponents at least 14
days clear days’ notice, in writing, of the start time. Should this notice not be given, then the match will start at 10.30
am. [fany nominated player is not ready to play within 15 minutes of the agreed start time, then the opposing team
shall be awarded a walkover for this rubber. If the entire away team is going to be late for extenuating circumstances
(eg, motorway closure etc) and has contacted the home team in good time, a reasonable degree of flexibility on
start time should be shown by the home team.

e Rule MRG6: No player may play more than 7 matches in any one season and nor may a player play for a lower
team having played 4 matches for higher teams (having played down, a player can continue to play up, to a
maximum of 7 matches in total). (By exception, if a venue has two or more men’s teams or ladies’ teams in a division
with 9 or more teams, then the men’s/ladies’ players, as appropriate, may play a maximum of 8 matches but still
may not play for a lower team having played 4 matches for higher teams.)

e Rule MR7: Courts must be booked for a minimum of 4 hrs, per match, to avoid any issues. Should use of floodlights
be required, then any costs shall be borne solely by the home team.



http://www.lta.org.uk/advantage/

e Rule M17: Both captains must complete, and sign, a scorecard and retain their copy. The winning captain, or in
the event of a tie the home captain, must submit the result online within 48 hours, The result may be added by the
losing team captain, if agreed, on the match day. Teams have a maximum of 7 days following the 48hrs to advise
of any Unknown Players.

Results submitted online must include the full names and LTA Advantage numbers of all players in both
teams. The Committee will deduct one point per match that includes Unknown Player(s)from the offending
team should they fail to provide full names and LTA Advantage numbers when prompted to do so.
Deductions will be made mid-season and at the season end. The Committee may also deduct two points from
a team that continually fails to enter results online within the 48-hour period.

MISCELLANEOUS (updates/new information in red)
e Please use the ‘Edit Announcement Box’ to notify the League Committee of the name and LTA number of

any Unknown Player.

e RULE ME1: If a team is unable to field 2 pairs, they are encouraged to send only one pair in order to fulfil
the fixture and avoid conceding a match [see MR12 for rules re conceding a match]

e RULE MR11: If a player retires for any reason at any stage during a fixture, he/she may take no further part in the

match. Upon retirement, the opponent shall be deemed to have won all the remaining games, and sets necessary
to win the rubber. Any rubber conceded through injury or retirement after the rubber has begun should be recorded
online by clicking on the ‘Edit Announcement’ link on the blue bar, then noting in the Comments box the player
name and score at the time of retirement. The Committee will then manually adjust scores, sets, games and points
as these do not update automatically..
Entire rubbers conceded by illness, or by failure to produce a full team, will be scored 6-0, 6-0 against the conceding
pair(s). When entering results in such instances, select ‘Walkover using the Dropdown menu found by clicking
on the ‘+ Score Status’ box. Do not enter any score - the software will automatically assign games and sets against
the conceding pair(s). At the same time, the captain claiming a walkover should use the ‘Edit Announcement’
box to confirm why the walkover is being claimed.

® RULE MR12. Except in exceptional circumstances any team which concedes a match will have 7 days, from the
date of the concession, to formally advise the Leagues’ Committee by email to office@tennissussex.com of the
reason for the concession and any mitigating circumstances.

At the conclusion of the season, the Leagues Committee will review all un-played matches resulting from
concessions. If the concession of a match affects the promotion or relegation of any other team within the division,
the Committee reserves the right, at its discretion, to declare all matches, involving the conceding team, null and
void. Thisis to ensure that no team which has completed a fixture against the conceding team is unfairly advantaged
or disadvantaged. Having considered any mitigating circumstances, the decision of the Leagues’ Committee
will be final. Any team conceding a second match during the season will automatically be removed from
the league. All matches involving a team removed from the league will be dealt with in accordance with the
provisions above.

Agreements between Venues to share unplayed matches or rubber is not acceptable and may result in
teams automatically being relegated

e RULE MR14: Players are only eligible to compete provided they reach their 11t birthday prior to January 1tin the
year in which the league commences. See RULE MR19 regarding safeguarding and duty of care for U18s.

e RULE G2: The competitions are open to all Sussex registered tennis Venues. They will be held in accordance
with the TS League rules and with any relevant rules and regulations of the LTA, including the LTA’s transgender
policy.

For any problems or queries, please contact phil.latham@tennissussex.com
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